
Year 1

Enlistees should enroll in a 

bachelor's program at an 

accredited institution, 

leveraging Tuition Assistance 

(TA) for funding and 

participating in leadership-

building programs like ROTC to 

enhance their career trajectory 

towards aviation.

Year 2-3

Maintain Good Performance 

and Conduct Records -

Enlisted members aspiring to 

be officers should ensure 

they have a strong military 

performance record, which 

will be considered during the 

officer selection process.

Aim to complete your bachelor's 

degree, a prerequisite for officer 

candidacy, and begin the process of 

applying to Officer Candidate School 

(OCS) with necessary documents, 

references, and preparations for 

upcoming interviews and 

assessments.

Year 4 Year 5

Attend Officer Candidate 

School (OCS) - If accepted, 

enlisted members will attend 

OCS (duration varies but 

typically ranges between 12 

to 17 weeks), where they will 

undergo physical training and 

classroom instruction.

Year 6

Pilot Training

Apply for Pilot Training - With a 

bachelor's degree and officer 

status, individuals can now apply 

for Undergraduate Pilot Training 

(UPT). This involves another set 

of applications, medical 

examinations, and aptitude tests.

If accepted into Undergraduate 

Pilot Training (UPT), anticipate a 

year of intensive pilot training, 

encompassing ground school and 

flight lessons. Post UPT 

graduation, newly minted pilots 

will be assigned to a specific 

aircraft and will undertake 

additional, type-specific training.

Begin Flying Duties

After ”Drop-Night” &

getting your assignment,

you’ll PCS to your new bas

an start serving as a pilot in 

the military.

Ascend the Ranks: The Comprehensive Roadmap from Enlisted 

to Officer Status

[NOTE #1: if completed 2 years of CCAF, 

deduct 2 years from the process.]

[NOTE #2: you can apply for 

UPT 1 full year prior to 

bachelor’s completion]

[NOTE #3: Keep in mind that this 

timeline is a rough estimate and 

can vary significantly based on 

individual circumstances, service 

branch policies, and other 

factors. Always consult with an 

educational counselor or a 

military career advisor to get 

accurate and personalized 

advice.]


